BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES
Lesson No. 1 – Matt. 7;24-27; Luke 6:38-49
By W. J. Ern Baxter

INTRODUCTORY STUDY


We cannot overestimate the importance of a sound foundation. If a building is to be useful, sturdy, and permanent, it must have a solid base. This is one of those facts with which everyone agrees. Wherever men erect buildings, they must pay pay attention to the foundation. Since this is something understood by all men, God has used it to teach us divine truth. A foundation supports a building. Each part of the building depends on the foundation. 

The Bible speaks of our lives as buildings and tells us the kind of foundation upon which they must be built. The Bible also speaks of the Church as a building, and tells us the kind of foundation upon which it must be built. We will deal with the Church in our next series of studies. In this series, we are going to study about the personal foundation which each of us must have if we are to build lives that are sound.
1.
WHAT DID THE LORD JESUS TEACH ABOUT OUR PERSONAL FOUNDATIONS?

The Parable of the Two Houses (Matt. 7:24-27); Luke 6:38-49


a. What constitutes a sound life? (Vs 47)



1) “Whosoever cometh to Me”



2) “Hearest My sayings”




3) “Doeth them”


b. Can one hear and not do? (Vs. 46)



1) Ye call Me, Lord, Lord”



2) “Ye DO NOT the things which I say”



3) “This is KNOWING the Word and NOT DOING IT!”


c. What is a man like who hears and does the Word? (Vs. 48a)



1) “Like a man which built a house”



2) “Digged deep”



3) “Laid the foundation on a rock”



4) “He removed everything between him and the Rock. He made sure that he 


      was on solid footing.



d. Why must the house be built “on a rock”?


1) “The flood arose, the stream beat vehememently upon that house.”



2) “It is the nature of life to be stormy! (Heb. 12:25-29)



3) Nobody escapes the storms.


e. What happened to the house “on a rock?” (Vs 48)



1) The storm “could not shake it.”


2) “For it was FOUNDED UPON A ROCK!”



3) There will be storms in your Christian life, but if you



     are hearing and doing the Word of God, the storm



     cannot shake you.



f. What is the danger in building our lives? (Vs 49)


1) ”He that heareth and DOETH NOT!”



2) “A man WITHOUT a foundation!”



3) “Built upon the earth.”


g. What happens to the house without foundation? (Vs. 49b)


1)”The stream did beat vehemently” (Same storm.)



2) “Immediately it fell.”



3) “The ruin of that house was great.”

2.
WHAT DID THE APOSTLES TEACH ABOUT OUR PERSONAL FOUNDATION?


Describing the foundation (Heb. 6:1-2)



1) “Repentance from dead works.”



2) “Faith toward God.”



3) “The doctrine of baptisms.”



4) “Laying on of hands.”



5) “Resurrection of the dead.”



6) “Eternal judgment.”



NOTE:


We cannot “go on unto perfection” unless these foundation stones



are rightly laid. This is why so many Christians do not grow and mature.


Their foundation is not sound. Once the foundation is properly laid we must



then “go on.”

SUMMARY: The Christian must have a good foundation if he is going to build a good house. The foundation must be laid according to the Architect’s plan. We have this plan in the Bible. In the following studies we are going to carefully consider the things which must be in the foundation.
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES – LESSON 2
Matthew 3:1-12

REPENTANCE

1. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD?

A.  In the Old Testament there are two words translated “repent.” The one (naham) means to “lament” or “to grieve” and refers to the aroused emotion of God or man when undertaking a different course of action.


The other word (shubh) “is most generally employed to express the Scriptural idea of genuine repentance. It is used extensively by the prophets and means A RADICAL CHANGE IN ONE’S ATTITUDE TOWARD SIN AND GOD. It implies a conscious moral separation and a person decision to forsake sin and enter into fellowship with God.’

B.  In the New Testament there are also two words translated “repent.” One of these (metamelomai) is like the first Old Testament word we considered (naham), and means to have a feeling or care, concern or regret.”


The other word (metanoeo) means “to have another mind” and occurs in the noun and verb forms 57 times. It is also associated with the word “turn” and “describes that deep and radical change whereby a sinner turns from the idols of sin and self unto God.

C. SUMMARY: Repentance is the informing and changing of the mind; the stirring and directing of the emotions to urge the required change; and the action of the yielded will result in turning man away from sin and to God!
2. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT?

a) GOD COMMANDS IT (Acts 17:30) – “God now COMMANDS all men everywhere to


     repent!”

b) A REASON FOR CHRIST’S COMING (Luke 5:32) – I am not COME to call the 
 
     righteous, but sinners to REPENTANCE.”

c) PART OF OUR LORD’S COMMISSION TO US (Luke 24:47) – “REPENTANCE and 
    
     remission of sins should be PREACHED  in His Name among all nations.”

d) NECESSARY TO AVOID DESTRUCTION (Luke 13:3, 5) – Except ye REPENT, ye 
  
     shall all likewise PERISH.”

e) NECESSARY TO ETERNAL LIFE – (Acts 11:18) – “God also to the GENTILES 
 
     granted REPENTANCE unto LIFE.”

f) GOD’S DESIRE FOR ALL (2 Peter 3:9) – “The Lord . . . is longsuffering to usward, 
  
    NOT WILLING that any should perish, but that all should come to REPENTANCE.”

g) PART OF CHRISTIAN’S FOUNDATION (Hebrew 6:1) – “The FOUNDATION of 
  
     REPENTANCE from dead works...”

h) JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHED IT (Matthew 3:2) – “REPENT ye, for the 
 
     kingdom of heaven is at hand.”


i) JESUS PREACHED IT (Matthew 4:17) – “REPENT: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
    hand.”

j) THE APOSTLES PREACHED IT (Mark 6:12) – “And they went out, and PREACHED 
     that men should REPENT.”

k) PAUL PREACHED IT (Acts 20:21) – And they went out, and PREACHED that men 
     should REPENT.”
3. WHAT CAUSES MEN TO REPENT?

a) THE GOODNESS OF GOD (Rom. 2:4) – “Despisest thou the riches of His goodness 
     and forbearance and longsuffering: not knowing that the GOODNESS OF GOD 
 
     leadeth thee to REPENTANCE.”

b) CHRIST’S CALL (Matt. 9:13) – “I am not COME TO CALL the righteous, but sinners 
     to REPENTANCE.”

c) PREACHING (Matt. 12:41) – “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
     generation and shall condemn it; because they REPENTED at the PREACHING of   
 
     Jonas.”

d) REBUKE (Luke 17:3) – ”If thy brother trespass against thee, REBUKE HIM;  and

      if he REPENT, forgive him.”


e) GODLY SORROW (2 Cor. 7:10) – “Godly SORROW worketh REPENTANCE 
    
     to SALVATION . . .” (Luke 6:48) – “Digged deep.”

f) DIVINE GIFT (Acts 11 ;18) – “Then hath God also to the Gentiles GRANTED 
  
    REPENTANCE unto life.” 

    (Acts 5:31) “Jesus hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a 
  
    Saviour, for to GIVE REPENTANCE to Israel.” 

    (2 Tim. 2:25)- “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
 
    peradventure will GIVE them REPENTANCE to the acknowledging of the truth.”
